
The Rejects 

Independence 
won't accept 


inmates 


These girls - from Bishop and Lone Pine - are charged with no criminal offenses. Some ran a- 
way from home conditions they believed to be intolerable. But a petition at Independence has 
pressured officials to bar them from local schools and now they must be bussed to school at 
Big Pine 25 miles away. A few local residents say they think the girls might corrupt other 
students. The girls live at the county probation department’s "crisis resolution center." It’s 
a former church building furnished in part by Independence donors who also provided a Christ¬ 
mas tree. Alienated from normal relationships, the girls face a grim holiday. When the "cor¬ 
ruption" charge was taken up at,an angry public meeting one of the petitioners - wife of a 
county official - made reference to how Jim Jones "corrupted 900 at Jonestown." See Page 16. 


Wine and hot 
coals: 3 die in 
trailer fire 
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Fireman Mike Denney, Chief Jack Rracken 

No one could have helped. Picture-story P. 8 


News Briefs 


-The COUNTY 


CHARGED WITH FELONIES, GONZALES COUNTERS 
WITH "POLITICS' 1 ; COUNTY OFFICIALS ELATED 
OVER STATE AGENCIES' DWP VIEWS; AND THE 
CATTLEMEN URGE: DO FENCE US IN - PLEASE. 

F or hard-line law enforcer tom gonzales 

the week’s contradictions must have 
been hard to take: First, there was a 
press release from the district attorney’s 
office clearing him, more or less, of the 
complaint that he and another sheriff's dep¬ 
uty had "beaten” some teen-agers at Lone 
Pine, Then that was followed in a matter of 
hours by a long list of unrelated charges 
against him. 

But he must have known something was 
in the null: He had been dismissed from the 
sheriff's office on December U. The "hard- 
(NEIVS BRIEFS Continued, P,2) 






































NEW COUNTY EMPLOYEE PRESIDENT 

COUNTY MORALE IS 'BAD’ 

By a narrow margin of four votes in a 
light return of ballots, an employee of the 
county welfare department, Darlene Landis, 
has been elected the new president of the 
Inyo County Employees Association. Landis 
told a reporter that her chief goal and dir¬ 
ection as president will be ''to increase mo¬ 
rale" among the county's (approx.) 210 em¬ 
ployees. She said that next year, in spite 
of Jarvis, they will have to get a cost-of- 
living increase or morale may sag further. 
"It ’s bad now," she said. 

Does her job position with the county ’s 
"imanagement" sector impede her effectiveness 
as employee president? "It doesn't make any 
difference," she said. " We're all in the 
same pot. As a "management" president Land¬ 
is will be unable to participate in bargain¬ 
ing sessions with the county administration. 

In the face of Jarvis , she said, Inyo 
employees were "lucky." 

"They were considering lay-offs, but 
they didn’t do it." 



NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 


line" law flew back on him wl th a new fuiy 
and the former deputy now found himself charg¬ 
ed with no fewer than nine felonies, among 
them grand theft, perjury and a welfare fraud 
counto For just over two years he had been a 
member of the sheriff’s force and in that 
time had risen to the presidency of the dep¬ 
uty sheriff's association. And now Sheriff 
Floyd Barton was saying in another press re¬ 
lease and in answer to questions that he was 
fired because of "an insubordination situa¬ 
tion." 



Among the charges against him, listed 
in a declaration filed in justice court, 
were allegations that 

welfare benefits; that [ £ 
he unlawfully obtained 

other deputies' assoo-wH 

ties. A detective, 

Monte Yancey, and a - Jjj 

investigator, Lynn || 

T a liaferro, said in 
their reports that an 
investigation showed 


Tom Gonzales 

"Politically opposite" 


that Gonzales had received welfare money 
without reporting that he had received also 
the money through the deputies 1 association. 
According to the declaration, he solicited 
contributions from the other associations in 
•a form letter "for an anonymous deputy (who 
was in fact himself)..." The rest of the dec¬ 
laration deals with how Gonzales went about 
the solicitation. 

Gonzales, though charged with felonies, 
was still on the streets at week's end; (in 
explanation as to why he was not jailed, the 
district attorney said that it was a case of 
non-violent crime and that, as in other cas¬ 


es in which such consideration is accorded, 
the defendant is well enough known "to be sure 
he won't leave the area 9 " 

And it was on the street in Independence 
where a reporter found Gonzales in a surpris¬ 
ingly candid mood. Asked for "his side" of the 
issue, the controversial former officer said 
"It doesn't pay to be politically opposite the 
sheriff. I believe in enforcing the law. At 
the sheriff's office there is discrimination 
and favoritism. Some can break the law and get 
by with it; others can't. 

"I'm appealing my termination. I think 
it's all because of the Lone Pine thing. They 
transferred me to Independence involuntarily. 

I was petitioning against that the day they 
fired me. 

"The Lone Pine investigation spealcs for 
itself; no one was prosecuted. Those teens com¬ 
mitted felonies and anyone else wouldn't have 
gotten away with it; they assaulted two peace 
officers." 

And in light of recent events does he 
believe he is a victim of harrassment? He de¬ 
clined to comment on that question."I'm an al¬ 
leged criminal," he said. "Most people are in¬ 
nocent until proven guilty; deputies are guil¬ 
ty until proven innocent." 

Gonzales will appear in answer to a not - 
ice to appear for arraignment on January 8. 


NO ONE ms MORE SURPRISED THAN INYO'S EMBATTLED 
officialdom waging the war with DWP: Suddenly, 
their fondest hopes materialized: No fewer than 
six state agencies (some of them previously 
thought to be DWP bedfellows) had turned on the 
L.Ao water company and had joined publicly in 
Inyo's claim that the new DWP environmental im¬ 
pact report was a bummer. DWP's swift kick 
came from the Department of W a ter Resources, 
the Fish & Gajne Department, Water Resources 
Control Board, Air Resources Board, the Conser¬ 
vation Department and State Resources. Unkind- 
est cut of all came from Ron Robie himself, the 
director of water resources, who said the EIR 
presented by DWP was based on "grossly insuf¬ 
ficient data." With such reinforcements as all 
the major state agencies. Inyo officials are 
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Somewhere out there in the smog 
is Rolling Green... 


Many of them say they came to Inyo to get away from the smog. But somewhere beneath the pall 
of smoke obscuring their houses in the foothills are the inhabitants of Rolling Green which 
on a recent cold evening got lost - and maybe a little choked up - in its own fireplaces. 

"■Rolling Green" is one of Inyo's best middle-to-upper-middle tracts, its houses uniformly 
roofed with Spanish tile } and uniformly equipped with fireplaces which are a "must" to home- 
buyers these days. But when they all light up at the same time - uniformly, one might say - 
the smog is appalling and Rolling Green simply disappears from view. 
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experiencing a mild elation. With 
the pack hot on the DWP heels, In¬ 
yo District Attorney "Buck" Gibbons 
was asked to comment. He reiterated 
his previous view of the EIR, but 
in a new metaphor: "The draft EIR 
is a cunning one," he said. "They 
traded in a 25 -cent disguise for a 
three-dollar one." But now, appar¬ 
ently, no one else that counts is 
much fooled by it either 0 


PAYING SANTA'S 

TRAVEL EXPENSES 


THE CHARRED VICTIMS OF THE FORT 
Independence fire (See Pages 8 
and 9 ) were accorded last fare 
wells in memorial services late 
in the week. Jack Touchtone, 65, 
who had no known survivors, was 
ied at Mt. Whitney Cemetery at Lone 
Pine. And Sullivan Meroney, I 4 I 4 ., and 
his brother Douglas, 1|2, were cre¬ 
mated; a service was held at the 
home of their sister, Ida Mae Coon¬ 
ey, at Port Independence with Pete 
Larson, president of the LDS Church 
at Lone Pine, officiating. The one 
lone survivor of the fire - Touch- 
tone's loyal pet dog "Oso" thought 
earlier (and so reported on anoth- 


Somebody has to help pay Santa's expenses when he appears 
on the courthouse roof - a favorite show at Independence. 
Tillie Steele, at left, and Norma Mull set up a card tab¬ 
le outside the postoffice and sold contributors’ badges; 
Gene Barrows was one of the first to lend his support. 


er page) to have been taken to the pound - was 
generating considerable sympathy. Late in the 
week he was reportedly still hanging around 
the Fort area waiting for a master that won't 
be coming home - and possibly for a new home 0 
As the week went by, the fire was the 
talk of Independence, especially among fire¬ 
men, one of whom recalled the great number of 
rescue calls the volunteers had made to the 
Meroneys' trailer. On one such call not many 
weeks ago, a fireman was heard to remark: 'We 
keep coming out here when they call because 
one day it'll be the real thing." And so ear¬ 
ly one morning last week it was: the very 
tragic "real thing." 

13 IT RUSSIAN FLU? By -whatever name it's a 
pain in the neck - and the head, and the 
arms and the legs and the back and the chest 


and so forth. Whatever it is, it hit part of 
the county like a whirlwind if not a cyclone. 
More than 90 school kids were absent from 
school at Lone Fine; 50 from the high school 
and Ul others from the elementary school. Ath¬ 
letic events (always the last to be called 
off) were cancelled or postponed — and more 
than a few of the school musicians may be out 
of it Saturday when Lone Pine holds its an¬ 
nual Christmas parade. So far, other valley 
schools have escaped the minor epidemic, but 
other California Counties are reporting 5 0 % 
absenteeism with the "Russian Flu." 

FOR SEVERAL WEEKS NOW the issue has been as 
dead as...well, as dead as a yearling hit by 
a big deisel on the highway. But it may get 
some new life, the issue of fencing miles and 
(NEWS BRLEFS, Continued P.12) 






















SPA-E 5 

~ — ALLMEN'S JEANS 20XOFF 

GIRLS’ TOPS, GUYS’SHIRTS 3OX0FF 


ARRIVED FOR CHRISTMAS: 


Gifts to wear! 


Girls' satin tops, pants, skirts. Perfect for Yule parties! 

New line men’s sweaters by Himalaya. Men's shirts: Impact, Madman, MacGregor. 
Co-ordinated jeans and tops by City Girl. Neat combinations! 


* featuring... 

Bobbie Brooks 
Co-ordinates 

Pants suits 

MacGregor shirts 
for men 


Monday through Saturday 
10 AM to 6 PM 




The Holiday Season 




The season to entertain - lavishly! For your 
friends you’ll want the best: a cask of 
good wine ; fine spirits by the case or 
bottle, domestic and imported. A barrel 
of beer....Gift packs of glistening 
wine glasses....Fine champagnes (10% 
discount on case lots’.) ... .Discover 
your holiday feast here among the 
finest foods and gourmet cheeses 
(Manor Market even has 20 kinds 
of crackers to go with them!), 
spirits and gift items. You’ll 
find all you need for holiday 
entertaining in one conven¬ 
ient place! 


Good taste 
always wants 
the best! 


Manor 


Market 


| Bishop's finest foods and spirits » Imports » 3100 West Line Street 
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On our new bright screen... 

SEE* 

7.T0NIGHT! 


SUNDAY thru TUESDAY 


DEC. 17-18-19 


vr/tAC/t/vr/s 

f r 




■trk* 


■4S: FEATURING THE HIDE-A-BFD £%. 

s 


EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 


' ':d»*F 


r ®3«* 




Sinbad andTFlC 

Eye of theTi^er^ 


.Thru 16th: B . Holly Story 3 




Think God it f s Friiay 


THEATRE 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


ft SIMMONS 2 warra„t,) 

BEAUTYREST 


Famous LA-Z-BOY Chairs 


CALL—<- 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon furniture 
l^pholslerij Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 


V] 



UnivegaA 

Nishiki 

Moto^ecane 

Motocross D6 

Medline 

CYC 

Cuclepro _ 


Great names 
in bikes: 


•eat "name" gifts for the tennis buff, too: 
Head, Dunlop, Davis, Wilson, Durofiber, Yonex 
They ’ 11 love ’em! 


873-5070 


The Bike & Sport Shoppe 


772 NORTH MAIN STREET 


BISHOP 
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It’s new. 

Give us a try. 





AM 600 


I 



iQ O DOQ W^ X^Q C X>aOO Q OOQOCX>DQOCXXXXXy»C>^X»OOPOOOOOOOOOPOCX»C»00> 
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: 

All Nocona, Justin and Hyer Boots - 10% discount. 

LADIES DRESS BOOTS, Your choice, $40. 

Stop in and browse. See our wide selection of western gifts . Priced for all budgets. 


MM&h 

"7&6ene Suentf. (?udtd*M.x 
'Secomed a 'pxtCHci" 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 

876-4371 
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LEISURE SUITS, 25% OFF! 


YARDAGE DEPARTMENT 

SOLIDS AND PRINTS - Polyester Double Knits 


Reg. $3.98 per yard 


DRESS SUITS AND SPORT COATS 


DISCONTINUED STYLES 


CAMPUS & 


KNIT SHIRTS 1/2 OFF !! 


NOW $2.98 


BQ B QOWi 


THIS COUPON GOOD FOR 
AN ADDITIONAL 

25 % 

DISCOUNT 

(TOTAL 50% OFF) 
jBring it in for BIG SAVINGS!: 

[ wx ageoeo Q oeoo e eQQOBo| 


MENS WEAR 


YARDAGE and 
LINENS Lone Pine 


25% OFF 

ON DISCONTINUED STYLES 
OF MEN'S SLACKS J!.' 


SPECIAL! 


REMINGTON XLR 2500 
SHAVER 

With pre-shave lotion 
and travel case. 




Already reduced to $49 .51 
Now discounted 25% more. 


Page 7 





































































of would-be rescuers, a man burns. 

Oh God, they’re in there alright!,”said a fireman 


Nobody, the firemen, the photographer, or the man who first got there, Frank Medina (right). 

On the morning before the fire, Chuck Meroney awoke in the trailer to find his fing¬ 
ers severely burned; his hand had fallen against a big can of hot coals they burned 
to keep warm. In an ironic twist of events, he was admitted to the hospital and that 
probably saved his life. But two brothers, Sullivan and Douglas, and their crony. 

Jack Touchtone, died in the fire that v/as probably started by the same can of coals. 

In the afternoon, Jack had gone into town and he brought back a jug of wine. 


Wine 


and 


coals 


warm 


Photos: John Heston 
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Moving into the still-hot embers, a deputy sheriff. Bill Lutze (wearing a 
protective mask), and Coroner Ted Sullivan go about their grim work. 









"THEY NEVER KNEW WHAT HAPPENED," SAID THE 
FIRE CHIEF. "THE SMOKE GOT THEM BEFORE THE 
FIRE DID." 


No one had seen the three men since Jack 
Touchtone had gone into town to get another 
jug of wine. They were found in their hunks 
in postures suggesting they'd been asleep. 
Fire chief Jack Bracken said that synthetic 
materials used in building "the older trail¬ 
ers" create poisonous fumes when burning 
and that "one lung-ful gets you quick." The 
fire probably started in the south end of 
the trailer (right side of picture) in the 
comer where stood the can of coals they 
used to keep warm. The Meroneys lay close 
to the can. 


could do a thing; all inside were already dead 


Frank Medina, a nearby neighbor, ran to the 
burning trailer, tried to reach the men in¬ 
side, all to no avail; furnace-like heat 
and smoke erupted from a door he opened and 
drove him back. Next day, walking through 
debris, he recalled that a similar fire had 
killed a relative only a few yards away. 


Touchtone may have come 
from Kentucky or Arizona. 
Since he 'd been in In¬ 
dependence he spent much 
of his time between Fort 
Independence Reservation 
and tenon where he cashed 
his VA pension checks and 
Social Security checks to 
buy food and wine for 
himself and the Meroneys. 
Those few people who knew 
anything about him said 
he took care to feed and 
see to his dog "Oso," 
making sure "Oso" was li¬ 
censed and vaccinated. A 
sister said the Meroneys 
were "never really ever 
involved in anything or 
any work; it was gust hit 
and miss here and there." 
Frequently, the local 
rescue squad made calls 
to the trailer; one or 
the other was drunk or 
sick or injured in fights 
or from falling down. 

See News Briefs for 
more on the fire. 


■ i 

l 0f’ 


Confused and lost, his home destroyed, Touchtone's 

dog "Oso" sadly waited. The county pound got "Oso." Page 9 
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CHRISTMAS 

is coming ! 



...So, how about buyinq YOUR liv¬ 
ing doll (whether she's young or not 
so younq) a beautiful doll she can ad¬ 
mire and love. 

FASHION DOLLS * BOTTLE DOLLS * RAG DOLLS 
These and much more. Some with wardrobes 

PS: 


Santa does his shopping here.' 

K'TB^Ms 

LONE PINE 



214 W. BUSH 
876-5717 





CAR AND HOME STEREOS 


Exclu sive!y_~ 

140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

Telephone 873-6550 



i 


J7-Sr. ’ 
f. * 



8734924 . ^ 2587 W. Line Bishop 

^MOUNTAIN 
^RENTALS 

SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

•SEWER PIPE CUTTERS *TEST PLUGS 
•TRENCHER • BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 

MON-FRI 8am-5:30pm SAT 8am-5pm 


"° r Quick"service on breakfast! 

^^VooTookin' 



CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 




(who dilige> 
eqr to th 

o< tUfc. . -J l ji 'W. jf’ .-r.s .. 

Dr. Jay is the "morning 8 to 12 jock" at KIBS, a time slot we consider relatively haxmn- 
less. At an early age he was horn in the State of Washington, which forgave him. In 1975, 
he moved to Bishop with his lovely wife, Sandy, and their six-year-old son, Johnny. Bish¬ 
op also forgave him. Be was educated, more or less, at Long Beach but, failing to gradu¬ 
ate, he went to college in Arizona. In 1961, he left college (amid cheers and applause 
from the faculty and entire student body) and went to work for his Dad, apparently a tol¬ 
erant and easy-going man, in the electronics business. Together they did work for the Da¬ 
vy but we are assured that our coastline was in no way endangered. In 1964, Dr. Jay was 
drafted, serving his country for 725 days, nine hours and 25 minutes. Our side lost. He 
went back into electronics with his dad, and electronics has never forgiven him. They sold 
out and he came to Bishop and KIBS (We hire a lot of winners here at KIBS.) where he is 
now the NO. 2 JOCK IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. We don ’t know iho No. 1 is, there are so many of 
them. Be sure to listen to "Dr. Jay coming through for you. " 

Maybe you’ll forgive him too. 

SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 


BISHOP 1230AM 

□ 

□ 

□ 

y 


P -O. BOX 757 714 873-6324 
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unique gifts 


Limited, edition etchings; Pottery Lamps; 
Wind Chimes; Cups; Pots; Hanging Plant¬ 
ers; Toothbrush Holders; Bird Feeders; 
Salt 8 Pepper Shakers; Feather Jewelry; 
Framed Dried Flowers; Collectible Books. 


_f3 

the independence:^^ 

POTTERY 


r—-=-- .:-1 

BEST REAL ESTATE BUYS: 

1. INDEPENDENCE: Cozy 3-bedroom. Fireplace, 
lovely yard. $39,000 

2. INDEPENDENCE: Choice residential building 

site, lots. $12,000 

3. LONE PINE: Income property: 3 units. Cozy 
1-bedroom home. Fireplace, garage, shop, nice 
yard. Fruit trees, grapes. Plus 2 small rent¬ 
als. Many extras. Good buy at $55,000 

4. LONE PINE: One of tow's finest. Large 
comfortable family home. Huge game room and 
patio for entertaining. $115,000. 



DOROTHY BONNEFIN 


PAT ROBERTS 


m. 


nr 


m 

REALTOR* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
" LONE PINE REALTY 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


res. (714) 876-4442 


PAT ROBERTS/associate 

res. (714) 876-5864 


CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
bus. (714) 876-4121 


Across from the courthouse * Independence 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 



Large selection-fine pianos and organs in 
all price ranges: $895 to $5000. Terms. 
Order now for Christmas; we deliver in 
Inyo and Mono at no cost to you. 

Everything for the musician: Instruments, 
music books, thousands to choose from. 

• LOE WEN’S 

RIDGECREST 


Free delive 
Call collect 


LOWREy 

Another QualitvProductiromNorlin i 

C. - ORGANS 

Story & 

& Clark PIANOS 


225 East Ridgecrest Blvd. 


Page 11 




















































NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

miles of pastureland bordering Highway 395 
south of Lone Pine 0 The supervisors agreed 
long ago that fencing was necessary if the 
major route's traffic was to be made safer 
from collisions with wandering beefo Caltrans 
was approached on the project but the highway 
people showed something less than intense in¬ 
terest. But the fence wire may roll yet: At 
the next supervisors' meeting, the board will 
consider a letter from Cattle Producer Jack 
Tatum, president of the county's cattlemen's 
association. He and other association members 
want that fence. 


THINGS GOT A LITTLE MORE FORMAL THIS WEEK IN 
another of ongoing hearings held by BLM in 
getting "input" on the desert wilderness is¬ 
sue. Late Thursday night at Lone Pine, a 
"hearing judge" from the Department of the 
Interior, Jubal Hale, turned up with a tape 
recorder and with an apparent interest in 
getting the real facts on how Inyoans feel a- 
bout being surrounded with pristine but high¬ 
ly inaccessible wilderness. Although the re¬ 
port of the meeting was incomplete as the 
week drew bo a close, it was said that there 
was the usual "hearing" fare of complaints, 
and questions about why areas with roads, 
houses and mines already in place should re¬ 
vert to "wilderness." In answer, the audience 
was assured that BLM will be back again in 
February to check out complaints by surveying 
the land firsthand. 


ALTHOUGH SOME SUPERVISORS INSIST THEY PREFER 
not to use a Public Housing Authority, such 
an authority is not without its obvious ben¬ 
efits. And in the next fiscal year the sup¬ 
ervisors, however reluctant, may be tapping 
this new (for Inyo) source of dollars. The 
filing deadline for grant applications to the 
federal Housing and Urban Development agency 
(HUD) is set for sometime next month - and 
the supervisors are thinking about that a lob. 
Supervisor Wilma Muth now wants to know if 
individual grants for home improvements will 


be available. And others of the supervisors 
are talking about the possibility of expanding 
the Big Pine Sanatorium (with houses for some 
ambulatory patients), and some improvements on 
the Bishop library. The matter was set aside 
until next week's session. 


IF THE WEATHER HAD BEEN COLD MAKING IMPOSSIBLE 
the paving job at Cottonwood PLaza, the plush 
new shopping center at Bishop, so too had been 
the Bishop Planning Commission. The commissi on 
members had turned down Cottonwood developers' 
pleas to allow their tenants to open - and to 
cash in on some of the Christmas trade. Some 
observers said that the Christmas trade may 
in fact have been more the reason far the de¬ 
nial than any lack of parking; a few local 
merchants were not ecstatic about all that 
new competition - a fact that some city off¬ 
icials may have known all too well. But then 
the weather turned warm for a day or so: The 
builder, Ron Hubbard, moved right in and did 
the job. Now the huge "Wilson Family Ding- 
store" has opened its doors with a dazzling 
stock of goods just in time, as a few compet¬ 
itors feared, for Christmas. Soon there will 
be more: a top-line clothing store, Baskin- 
Robbins Ice Cream outlet, a doughnut and pas¬ 
try shop - and a dentist with spacious new 
quarters that "doesn't look like a dentist's 
office." 


A FILM CREW CAME INTO SOUTHERN INYO to film 
commercials for the Wells-Fargo Bank. Final¬ 
ly after two days of looking for "scenes" 
the director gave up, packed up and went home, 
Reason: no snow. They wanted winter scenes. 

BISHOP MOTEL CWNERS WILL BE LET OFF THE HOOK. 
.....The city had mis-billed motel fees for 
several months and the owners protested. But 
two councilman, Peter Pearson and P.D. Cook 
took a hard-line stance and after some argu¬ 
ment finally gcrfc what appeared to be a third 
vote. But Don Swenson backed down on that 
one and, three to two, the motel folk won. 

The mis-billings covered almost three years. 


Bishop's Creative Workshop, founded some years ago to provide activity for the mentally and 
physically handicapped, held a Christmas open house party last week. Directors and teachers 
and the people they serve got together to celebrate and talk over plans. At left, Greg Mart¬ 
in of the New Horizons project; at far left. Bob Cordell, a workshop teacher; at center is 
Bill Huestis, a workshop participant. Also Raymond Moos, and v aul Vargas, participants. 
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iJVotes 'From B.K? -- 

GOOD TASTE OR BAD? Hard to say. Just how far should the media go in present¬ 
ing the real truth? Elsewhere in these not-too-happy pages are some fire pic¬ 
tures that "tell it like it is." We kicked it around a lot before deciding 
to print them. Sensationalism? Some may think so, but it's just not true. In 
seeing them, hopefully, someone may be moved to use more caution - and to be 
more interested in clearing up the conditions that lead to such tragedies. 

Too, they may remember just what our officers and firemen must do; maybe we 
should rBmember their services when it comes time to support them with equip¬ 
ment and pay. Platitudes and preachments will not clear up alcoholism and pov^ 
erty; neither will "public money," In better days two of the victims had bear in the service; 
which puts them ’way ahead of some of the shirkers of my own generation. And we can thank 
them for that. 



BENETT KESSLER 


DEAN KNIGHT HAS DECIDED, AFTER ALL, THAT HE WANTS THE "CLUB" AT BIG PINE TO "GO PUBLIC." H e 
has written a letter to the board of supervisors in which he says: "...without a specific di¬ 
rective frcm the board to the contrary, I have no intention of turning away the people from 
Lone Pine, Independence, Big Pine, Bishop...especially when these people have brought their 
out-of-town guests for an evening of dining and dancing at the ’Fabulous Knight Manor." Un¬ 
der a present licensing set-up Knight must turn the club into a "private club" after a year 
of operation. 

-JHHfr 

•/ELI,, WE'VE HEARD FROM BILL THOMAS, THE NEW CONGRESSMAN. He's "angry" at federal grants go¬ 
ing to Caesar Chavez and the farmworkers. Well and good for a solid conservative. Now if Bill 
will just remember he hqs some constituents - and a few problems - on this side of the moun¬ 
tain. Some folk here are wondering if Bill is ever going to set up a local office. But so far 
no sign of the western-slope man from Bakersfield. 

4HHE 

AND WHILE WE'RE ABOUT IT, we have a bit of grim humor from a television newsman we met on an 
airplane. We had been talking about the congressional election and we wondered aloud what¬ 
ever happened to Bob Sogge. Said the TV man: "I don't know. Be's a politician. Maybe he'll 
move into some other area." Then he added, in view of the recent killings (Ryan, Moscone and 
’•'ilk): "Maybe he'll go to San Francisco. I hear there are some openings up there." 

*** 

NUPTIALS AMONG THE LAWMEN - or maybe lawmen-to-be. The sheriff's daughter, Rene' B a rton, tied 
the knot. Her husband: George Sullivan of Reno, a grad of University of Reno. And Rene'will 
graduate this year. Sullivan hopes someday to be a policeman, so we're told. A good-looking 
couple. Gur best wishes. 

•iHHE 

MAYBE THEY'VE BEEN TAKING LFSSONS FROM DWP - or is it the other way around? New Uncle Sugar, 
not content with running everything else, wants to go into the resort business. Some of the 
National Park Service lads were over to the courthouse the other day, talking about this 
and that, then at the end of the conversation, casually mentioned that "By the way, the Park 
Service is buying Stovepipe Wells." That might cut into Inyo's tax revenues. Also rumored: 
that the government may purchase and operate Furnace C re ek Inn and Ranch. Now boys, that's 
the nice place; let's not carry this populist stuff too far. W e » V e noticed that when Uncle 
Sam moves in, service and quality somehow go down. Quipped Board Chairman Richard McDonald: 
"Next it will be Federal-burgers and pictures of President C a rter instead of Chairman Mao." 

#*■* 

MOHAMMED ALT IN BISHOP? Yep, according to the new phone book. Look it up. lasted right there. 
But Mo isn't really there, or so we discovered when we called up to find out about the listing. 
"Hi," says I. "I'd like to talk to the champ pleaseo" But it was a woman who answered. Sally 
Bryant who explained that there was really nobody there by that name. She said she had the 
number for about two months (and the listing), and that others had called. She was unaware 
that her number was listed that way "Ali, Mohammed." So what's happening here? 

WOULD YOU BELIEVE? There are a few folks out there who just can't handle other people being 
listed here as "Very Pleasant People (VPP's). Somebody told us there are a few entertaining 
the notion that BK uses VPP as a pay-off for under-hand favors. Favorsl? I need favors!? I'm 
afraid it's the other way around, folks. You can't believe the "plugs" people ask fori 

SO WHAT KIND OF FILM CREW GOES OVER IN THE DEATH VALLEY AREA LOOKING FOR LOCATIONS THAT NEED 
snow? We 'ib told that's what happened last week. The director wanted snow, but he and the 
crew spent the day grumbling in the southern part of the county. Gave up and went back to 
Hollywood. Maybe they can turn up with a blizzard on the back lot. 

*•#* 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS....AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY. 
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Good things 
for Christmas 
from Sc hat’s 

No preservatives 
No sugar 

Only local honey 
Unbleached flours 



HOME OF THE ORIGINAL 


SHEEP HERDER ® BREAD SINCE 1938 


- fine hand-made candies 


Stores to Serve You: 

MAMMOTH JUNE LAKE 

BISHOP LONE PINE 


Also featuring for Christmas: The Laymon Candy line 


UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT 


SALE/ 



ON ALL MERCHANDISE 

EVERYTHING MUST GO! BIG DISCOUNTS FOR CHRISTMAS! 


• QUALITY GRAFF CLOTHES 

• MOCCASINS 

■ OUR ENTIRE LINE OF GIFTS 



^Country Sierra Gifts 

763 N.Main • Bishop • 872 - 9621 
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Gift subscription 

• „ Santa Clans- Te tter « s a 

Played Co unty lleWS ' J or dev *° w ’ 

Send the W ?la ce yon deduct 

% l £~ *• rat ° ^ 


^- Clip and mail today - 

^""News-Letter 


SUbSCRIPTI ON 


□ 50 Weeks 
$25 

SSEND TO_ 


1 25 Weeks | 1 3 Months 

1 — 1 $13 1 — $7 




W 


l i ADDRESS. 


CITY 


11 


STATE 


ZIP. 




^Payment enclosed j [please bill me 


<A 


Creative 
Control 
of Light 



For an infinite variety of 
automatic flash pictures. 
The “cyclops” sensor eye 
on the flash is moveable, 
so Beta 4 can be turned 
in any direction and still 
read the light on the 
subject. 

• Three automatic v 
ranges out to 40 ft. \ 

• Thyristor circuitry for / 
fast recycling time. / 

• Optical accessories 
and reflectors are 
available for creative 
control of light. 



Beta 4 by Rollei 




O REGULAR PRICE: $99.95 NOW ONLY $84.95 !! 

PLAN FOR CHRISTMAS NOW.,.. 

GREAT GIFT IDEAS 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

LAY-AWAY PLAN 
AVAILABLE. 


...Another great gift idea from 

Phillips Camera House 


BISHOP 


PHONE: 872-4211 


IS WESTERN ART 





-- (?) 

Antiques 

- —C*) 


2293 North Sierra Hwy., Bishop, CA 93514 
Telephone (714) 873-5509 

Georgi Ana Smith Nora Jean Wagoner 


Fight lung disease 
with Christmas Seals 


I 



it 


Your gift will bring victories that will enable 
children to breathe better on long nights 
and develop into healthy grownups — 
victories which will help you, and millions of 
others, enjoy healthier lungs in later years. 

Strengthen this work. Use “Christmas Seals.” 

It's a Matter of Life and Breath ® 


Lung Association of San Bernadino, Inyo and 
Mono Counties 
371 West 14th Street 
San Bernadino, California 92405 



Wishing you the joys of Christmas 

and many blessings in the New Year. 



R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON * Insurance 
1 24 N. Main, Lone Pino, California 
Phone 070-4 105 
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Probation 
Officer f 
John 
Lee 


l 


A previous 
>ublic meeting 
i ad erupted in 
heated contro¬ 
versy. "I’m 
certainly wil¬ 
ling to go a- 
long with what 
the people 
want. But my 
interest in 
the issue is 
the girls, and 
a controversy 
won’t help 
them." 



an eye on things, along -with the proven super¬ 
visorial personnel he had acquired, (The local 
press wrote glowingly about one of the couples 
he named to take care of one of the "homes.") 
About three weeks ago he requested permission 
of the local school board (Owens Valley Unif¬ 
ied Schools) to enter some of his charges in 
the local school system. This would avoid the 
costly bussing to take them to the continuat¬ 
ion school at Big Pine and keep them closer 
to his own office and his own home only three 
blocks away. 

But even before the school request came 
up, the rumors of juvenile "problems," one of 
them partly true, all exaggerated, began to 
spread and grow. 1 

A week ago a public meeting was held and 
a petition with about 1*0 names was presented. 
It was a stormy meeting, the gist of it cent¬ 
ering around whether admittance of the girl 
probationers would somehow "corrupt" the stud- 


A school issue 
made-to-order 

OR THOSE, THE BORED, THE ANGRY, THE 
frustrated, who in small towns tend 
to create and thrive upon controver¬ 
sy, the issue was made to order. The In¬ 
yo probation officer, John Lee, had fin¬ 
ally made some progress in his efforts 
to resolve the county's increasingly bur¬ 
densome juvenile crisis problem. He had 
secured quarters (far better than many 
had hoped for) for the juvenile girls and 
boys brought to his department "in troub¬ 
le." H a ving established quarters for them, 
his next step was that of returning them 
to some kind of "normalcy" and a limited 
reintegration into the real world of hum¬ 
an relationships and, most important, ed¬ 
ucation. 

Short of funds, he based the "cris¬ 
is resolution centers" in his charge in 
Independence, close by where he could keep 


ents at the school. Opponents were predict¬ 
ably certain that corruption of their kids 
was inevitable, while the other side argued 
into ears suddenly turned deaf that if the 
students were so easily corruptible, then 
they were all already in t rouble anyhow, 
and if they weren't then they'd probably 
exert a "good" influence on the girls. The 
meeting ended with nothing really settled 
except the deep and angry division between 
various factions in the town, a polarizat¬ 
ion that nobody really wanted, especially * 
Probation Officer Lee. He was thinking ab¬ 
out how the girls felt about all this, and * 
also about continuing with as little con¬ 
troversy as possible the very positive pro¬ 
gram he had finally developed over many 
monthso Except for his appearance at the 
board meeting, Lee stepped out of the con¬ 
troversy hoping to hold the issue in low 
profile. 

On Wednesday night, the school board 
took up the matter of whether to admit the 
girls to the Owens Valley High School. For 
months, school officials had complained of 
their low enrollment figures; no matter, 
that did not enter into the current agenda. 

A handful of people representing ab- 



Peggy Sherritt and Rose Johnson 
A school teacher and the wife of a county super¬ 
visor opposed admission of the girls to school. 
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THE _ 

."Birthing '"Place 

Hallelujah! A King is bom, 
but where? 

Most men seek Him 
here and there; 

Fail to search within the heart 

to know the reason for his start. 

Born low he came to 

raise his brothers up; 

To teach them Love 

he drank the cup of 

^ain and death in earthly reign; 
and how to rise above this plane. 

Two thousand years 
proclaim Him King! 

Each year the story of 
His birth we sing; 

'Til we find the True Birthing Place, 
we remain a barren, loveless race. 

How long, oh Man? 

How long? 

Until your travail on earth 
is finally still? 

And the Mystery of the great King 
is known, 

And within us all 

His seed of love is grown! 

- Ann Capodanno 


A Christmas poem 



out equally the two opposing camps tui*ned up 
for the school board meeting. The probation 
request was first on the agenda, and first to 
speak was a high school student, Theresa Cao- 
uette who had been named as a student repres¬ 
entative . 

And what do the students themselves 
think about admitting the girls to their class¬ 
es? "They basically feel," said Caouette, "that 
no one should be deprived of dn education. If 
one caused trouble, all would be taken out 0 
Most feel that they should be given a chance." 

And if the high school students proved 
somewhat more democratically tolerant than 
their elders, some backed it with a vote: Said 
Caouette: "Twenty said yes, admit the girlsj 
six said noj 1U had no opinion." 

It was pretty clear that the school board 
meeting was heading in another direction, how¬ 
ever. There were questions directed to Lee who 
explained that each student would be watched, 
that if there was trouble of any kind he would 
^ withdraw the student without imposing on the 
school the red-tape procedures usually neces- 
, ary ’to expulsion or suspension, etc. The 
board then called for a show of hands from the 
audience. The "vote" was about equal with the 
opponents seemingly carrying a slight edge. 
Nobody seemed to count hands. 

finally, all discussions aside or com¬ 
pleted, Board Member A.R. Benson made a mot¬ 
ion to grant Lee's request. There was silence 
in the audience - and on the board. It was a 
continued silence, so the motion died aborning 
and the request, by default, went by the way. 

Superintendent John Qilfillan, quest¬ 
ioned later by reporters, said that on the isr 
sue he has "many thoughts, pro and con," but 
that the board would always have the say in 
such matters. "I was hired by the board for 


the kids and will work with whoever is there." 
On Thursday, following the meeting, he reveal¬ 
ed that his contract for the coming year had 
been renewed during the later part of -the 
meeting. 

And does the problem rest there? Prob¬ 
ably it does. Lee who is now trying to put 
through a long-term program to replace the 
old one that has in ways lacked systematic 
organization, wants and needs - and probably 
deserves - a unified support for it. If the 
kids in his care must be bussed to a special 
school, then so be it, for he'd want to do 3owith 
as little fuss and attention on the girls as 
possible. (Only a few months ago, they were 
being held in motel rooms with matrons at a 
considerable expense, the county having no oth¬ 
er facility.) 

The issue, however, goes beyond a purely 
local consideration; girl3 from all over Inyo 
County are concerned. Naturally, there was no 
"input" from residents of other communities, 
so the broader view was not known. 

Meanwhile, the four girls now quartered 
over at the "home" were not unaware of the 
storm whipping around them. As best they were 
able they got ready for Christmas, more or 
less, and wondered what people "were thinking 
about them." They danonstrated little feeling 
about the issue and one of them said they like 
the Big Pine school - but then added defensive¬ 
ly: 

"Well, if they don't want us, then we just 
don't want them either.'" She wasn't about to 
show it, but it was clear that she, and prob¬ 
ably some of the others, had been a little bit 
hurt. The kind of hurt that now was turning to 
a renewed defiance. 

And that of course has been part of the 
trouble all along. p 7 7 



















A JOGGER 
STAGES A 
CEREMONY 
FOR AWARDS 
YET TO COME 


For the awards ceremony he arranged for him¬ 
self, Ed Schoolcraft, a I/one Fine teacher, 
called in the press and he was interviewed. 




Photos: 

Frank 

Burns 




NATIONAL 
CHAMPION 
HOOK OF 1078 


Schoolcraft said he has run 
"an average of 10 miles a day, 
seven days a week, since Ao- 
ril," and, as he expressed it, 
"It was a tremendous accomo- 
lishment" that now places him 
in the Book of Records. He said 
he has run a required 2000-mile 
jog and that he has earned the 
recognition of the "Washington 
National Jogging Association." 
After reporters contacted 
school officials who said' 
they had nothing to do with 
the awards ceremony, School¬ 
craft admitted he had set it 
up to get the necessary "notif¬ 
ication" to accompany his jog¬ 
ging log to Washington. 


jj_njws _BMP III i " M ? ging log to 1 

Jogger’s trophy a prop for the press 

Claiming that he has met the qualifications to he listed in the National 

OLYld that he hnx nn-h fynm +.h& TJn+.i nnrtl -Tnsyrtn Yisy _ 


Claiming that he has met the qualifications to he listed in the National Book of Records, 
and that he has "received notice" from the National Jogging Association - "the elite of 
the United States" - he called up some cheerleaders, produced some plaques made by stud¬ 
ents, and posed with a trophy. Later, a news reporter questioned him about the trophy and 
he admitted that he had "borrowed it" as a "substitute until the real one comes in. " Keeping 
track of the running mileage is done "on the honor system, " he said. "But I was loyal to 
it, because I knew I would only hurt myself by not doing it." And did he? Only Schoolcraft 
knows for sure. His fellow Legionnaires think so; they honored him with a dinner. He is 
the commander of the local post. 
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